THE REPORTER 





Vol. II 


May 1, 1944 


No. 21 





CPS Pay 


Any further requests for CPS pay should 
be taken up with Congress, Selective Serv- 
ice declared last month. 

The problem, particularly as regards the 
men in special service units, was discussed 
with Major General Lewis B. Hershey and 
Colonel Lewis F. Kosch by Paul J. Furnas 
of the AFSC and Paul Comly French, 
NSBRO. 

General Hershey was quoted as saying 
that he felt unable to make any changes 
in the existing maintenance arrangements 
for men in special projects. 

He did agree, however, to give his con- 
tinued support to any Congressional legisla- 
tion which would permit the frozen farm 
account to be used for dependency pur- 
poses and for accident compensation pro- 
tection. 

The matter of pay, however, he thought 
was a basic policy which was for Congress 
to decide, and he did not feel free to 
change Selective Service administrative 
policy to allow men to receive personal 
remuneration from hospitals, agricultural 
stations and farms. 

Some Congressmen, he said, were critical 
of his handling of conscientious objectors 
and felt that he was doing more for COs 
than they had authorized. At the same 
time, he stated, pacifist groups felt that 
he was not being as liberal as Congress 
mtended. 

Consequently he suggested that the prob- 
lems of pay, dependency and accident com- 
pensation should be presented directly to 
Congress for decision. 

The conference followed the NSBRO 
memorandum of the previous month which 
asked Selective Service to request. a Comp- 
troller: General’s ruling on whether CPS 
men in institutions and on farms could be 
paid.. This would not involve government 
funds, it was pointed out. 


Middletown Petition 


The Middletown, Conn., Hospital CPS 
unit, which is conducting its own survey of 
the demand for pay, reports that its pay 
petition has ies signed by 570 of the 825 
members of 28 special service units. Copies 
were sent to Selective Service, to the 
NSBRO, and to the administrative agencies. 

“This does not represent, however,” they 
commented, “the total number of men who 
feel a need for and right to pay, because 
many men who agree with us on the need 
for and right to pay put their complete 
trust in the Service Committees to ne- 
gotiate successfully for them on this issue 
without ‘pressure’ from below.” 


(Continued on page 2) 


Resignation 
The 


under consideration the resignation of Paul 


NSBRO Board of Directors has 
Comly French as executive secretary. 

A committee consisting of Paul J. Furnas, 
Orie O. Miller and M. R. Zigler was ap- 
pointed to discuss the resignation with 
French as a result of a special Board meet- 
ing in Pittsburgh. French said last week 
he had no comment to make at this time. 


Tornado 


All six men still in the hospital last week 
from tornado-wrecked Camp Magnolia were 
reported to be making “satisfactory prog- 
ress,” according to a report from the 
Brethren Service Committee. 

Hollis Butler, who suffered an arm injury 
so severe that the arm had to be amputated 
at the shoulder, was improv ing. About 60 
men received some kind of injury during 
the freak Arkansas storm which came 
almost out of a clear sky April 10 to 
demolish four-fifths of the camp. 





All of the men at Magnolia who had 
been in camp a month had had first 
aid training. Many of them had taken 
advanced courses and a few had 
teachers’ certificates. 

“If it had not been for the boys’ 
knowing first aid, we probably would 
have lost four or five lives. First aid 
was expertly rendered.” declared Dr. 
Rushton, the attending physician. 





A more complete survey of the damage 
revealed that 12 buildings were completely 
destroyed: all eight cabins, CPS garage, 
Soil Conservation Service storage garage, 
and the night watchman’s one-room cabin. 

Others were damaged so severely that 
they were immediately condemned: the in- 
firmary, the store room and _ classroom 
building, the SCS warehouse and wood shop 
and the steam presser room. 

Only the CPS office and residence, the 
dining hall, the SCS offices and SCS living 
quarters were left practically undamaged. 

A great deal of the men’s personal prop- 
erty was lost or destroyed and the BSC, 
which carries no insurance on these items, 
was attempting to replace as much as pos- 
sible. It was understood that the buildings 
and permanent equipment losses were being 
written off by the government as “an Act 
of God” rather than charged against the 
property bond posted by all the admin- 
istrative agencies. 


Camp Closed 


The camp was listed as closed on April 
15 and arrangements begun to transfer the 
entire personnel to scattered special proj- 
ects or to BSC camps at Waldport and 
Cascade Locks, Ore. A unit of 50 men, in 
addition to those injured, were to remain 
at Magnolia until Aug. 31 to help clean up 
the area. They are being carried on the 
books as a Cascade Locks side camp. 

The men reported that Monday, April 10, 
was a warm, sultry day. Everything was as 
usual until 6:58 p.m., after the men had 
returned to their cabins from dinner, when 
the tornado struck accompanied by hail and 
rain. The tornado lasted less than a min- 
ute and the rain stopped ten minutes later. 
Since that time the weather has been calm 
and clear. 

“After the tornado, « roll 
of the men jn camp was made. Some of 
the men were found a considerable dis- 
tance from their location at the time the 


(Continued on page 2) 


call and count 


Special Projects 


Six CPS men will spend the month of 
May working at the Selective Service 
Headquarters here in Washington 

They are needed, it was explained, to 
bring up to date the Camp Operations 
Division's CPS illness and injury reports 
All of their work will deal with CPS forms, 
chiefly 51-A and 51-B 

Selective Service will pay transportation 
from and to camp and will give them a per 
diem of $3 to cover maintenance while in 
Washington. Volunteers were selected from 
Big Flats, Kane, Bedford, Grottoes and 
Luray. 


Guinea Pig Projects 


Three new CPS “guinea pig” projects 
were scheduled to begin shortly as the 
close of other medical studies opened 
vacancies in the experimental project quota 

The National Research Council wants 
four men at the Cornell University Medical 
School and the New York Hospital, both 
in New York City, for an extended “bed 
rest” experiment, under the AFSC. 

For the first month of the four or five 
month study, the men will be up and about 
while their metabolism, blood chemistry, 
etc., are examined. They will then be put 
at complete bed rest with their legs in a 
cast as if they had a fractured pelvis or hip 

The experiment “will require a great deal 
of patience,” the announcement predicted, 
but it was hoped “that the experiment will 
add considerably to the knowledge of how 
to handle old patients, as well as young 
ones, who must be put in bed for long 
periods of time.” 

Another four men are needed at Cornell 
University at Ithaca, N. Y., for a scientific 
study of the relationship of the protein 
level in the diet to man’s resistance to cold 
The answer to this “will definitely advance 
the science of medicine and nutrition.” 

The men will live in a room whose tem- 
perature will gradually be reduced from 60 
degrees to zero while studies are made of 
their reaction to various diets. Increased 
clothing will be issued as the temperature 
drops. 

Similar studies in relation to tropical con- 
ditions will be carried on at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago for eight assignees. 
The men will live in a simulated climate 
of fairly high heat and humidity while their 
diets are varied to discover various re- 
actions. This is under the BSC. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Slow Mail 


Tue Reporrer received an inquiry last 
month from an Ohio subscriber. 

“Dear Sirs,” he began, “There is a report 
going the rounds that certain CPS campers 
were dissatisfied with camp methods. They 
had planned a conference at Chicago. How- 
ever General Hershey interfered by can- 
celling their furloughs. 

“Kindly advise me where | can get defi- 
nite information regarding this matter.” 

The NSBRO referred him to the April 
15, 1943, Reporter which carried a story on 
the subject. 
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Affiliations 


With the action of the General Council, 
Assemblies of God, in joining the NSBRO 
Consultative Council, the list of affiliations 
in the NSBRO has grown to 39. 

The complete list follows: 





American Baptist Home Mission Society 

American Friends Service Committee 

Ass’n of Catholic Conscientious Objectors 

Augustana Lutheran Fellowship of Rec- 
onciliation D 

Board of Christian Social Action of the 
Evangelical Church 

Brethren Service Committee 

Christadelphian Central Committee 

Christadelphian Service Committee 

Church of God, Seventh Day 

Church of God, Indiana 5 

Congregational Christian Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors 

Commission on Christian Social Action of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church 

Commission on National Service and 
Medical Cadet Training, Seventh Day 
Adventists 

Commission on World Peace of the Meth- 
odist Church. 

Committee on Conscientious Objectors of 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Committee on Presbyterians in Civilian 
Public Service 

Disciples of Christ Department of Social 
Welfare 

Dunkard Brethren Church 

Dutch Reformed Church _ 

Episcopal Pacifist Fellowship 

Evangelical Mission Covenant 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 

First Divine Ass’n in America, Inc. 

General Council, Assemblies of God 

Jewish Peace Fellowship 

Lutheran Peace Fellowship 

Megiddo Mission 

Mennonite Central Committee 

Molokan Advisory Council 

Northern California Service Board for 
Conscientious Objectors 

Pacifist Principle Fellowship 

Pentecostal Church, Inc. 

Pentecostal Assemblies of Jesus Christ 

Rabbinical Assembly of America 

Unitarian Pacifist Fellowship 

United Brethren 

Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom 

Young Men’s Christian Association 


Consultative Members 


Committee on the Conscientious Objec- * 


tor of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. 


Tornado— (from page 1) 


tornado struck. The dining hall was used 
as a first aid station and the director's resi- 
dence as an additional emergency depot. 
When doctors arrived a few minutes later, 
the most seriously injured were removed to 
the Magnolia City Hospital and some of 
the less injured were taken to the infirm- 
ary at the nearby (Arkansas A. & M.) 
college. 
Large Crowds 

“Large crowds of people from Magnolia 
and vicinity and those that happened to be 
driving by the camp arrived on the scene 
within a few minutes of the tornado and 
there has continued a steady stream of 
visitors. Almost everyone in this vicinity 
has been most sympathetic and helpful in 
every way. 

After the disaster, the Brethren Service 
Committee highly commended the assignees 
and technical staff “for the very efficient 
and concerned manner in which they have 
performed in this emergency. The com- 
munity and the cooperating agencies have 
given every possible assistance. Many 
friends from all over the country have sent 
messages of sympathy and many have sent 
money gifts to the camp. 

“Tt seems a little short of miraculous 
that the lives of the men have been spared 
and no greater damage sustained in view of 
the violence of the tornado.” 


Special Projects—(from page 1) 


In addition; two “guinea pig” projects 
were started in connection with hospital 
units already in operation. At the Phila- 
delphia State Hospital, 20 men are acting 
as subjects for studies with vitamins, while 
the Middletown, Conn., Hospital unit is 
furnishing 20 men for jaundice research. 
Ten of the latter will serve as controls, 
it was announced, and will not be inocu- 
lated with the disease. Of the remainder, 
tad three or four are expected to become 
ill. 


Grover Hartman 


Grover Hartman, Powellsville, Md., as- 
signee, has been released for detached serv- 
ice with the NSBRO to work with the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, largely to co-ordinate the 
Couneil’s new CPS visiting ministerial pro- 
gram. Hartman was formerly connected 
with the Washington, D. C., Federation of 
Churches. 


CPS Pay— ( from page 1) 
Court Case 


A judicial review of the no-pay principle 
was pending last month in the New York 
Appeal Court on the basis of a petition of 
habeas corpus filed by Jack W. Zucker, 
Big Flats, N. Y., camper. 

Zucker claims that his detention in CPS 
is illegal because of the lack of remunera- 
tion. The U. S. District Court denied his 
petition which Zucker immediately ap- 
pealed. He is being represented by the 


ACLU. 


COs and the Law 


The U. Circuit Court of Appeals in 


New York ity has re-affirmed the defini- 
tion of “religious training and belief” which 
it first advanced in its Kautén decision. 
“A conscientious objection to participu- 
tion in any war under any circumstances 
. may be the basis of exemption under 


the (Selective Service) Act,” it declared. 
Such objection “may justly be regarded as 
a response of the individual to an inward 
mentor, call it conscience or God, that is 
for many persons at the present time the 
equivalent of what has always been thought 
a religious impulse.” 

The Kauten definition was repeated in the 
Court's decision to reverse the ruling of 
the District Court. denying a writ of 
habeas corpus to Frederick U. Reel. Reel 
was applying for release from the navy on 
the grounds that he had been improperly 
denied a IV-E classification. 

The ruling may not release Reel from 
the navy, however, since the Appeal Court 
returned the case to the District Court for 
a new decision. It could not make a final 
determination, it explained, because there 
was not enough evidence as to why Selec- 
tive Service denied Reel a IV-E classifica- 
tion. 

If the denial was based entirely on the 
hearing officer’s definition of “religious 
training and belief,” release from the navy 
should ke granted, the Appeal Court di- 
rected. If other reasons existed for refus- 
ing Reel a IV-E classification, the lower 
court should use its own judgment. 

Reel, formerly an attorney in the U. S. 
Departme nt of Labor, has been described 
as a “philosophical humanitarian” which 
the hearing officer did not feel was included 
under the Act. 

“Tt seems clear to this hearing officer 
that Congress did not intend to exempt 
from military service every person who 
thinks war is wrong,” he wrote. “It is only 
when an obligation to a power superior to 
the civil authority, that is to a super- 
natural power, enters the question that 
Congress yields the right to require military 
service.” 


Supreme Court 


Five Jehovah’s Witnesses are now appeal- 
ing for U. S. Supreme Court hearings on 
their draft classifications. One of these is 
Nick Falbo whose appeal the Supreme 
Court once denied and who is now asking 
for a rehearing through a habeas corpus 
petition from prison. 


In Prison 


No definite figures were available last 
week as to what percentage of men were 


. being paroled from Federal Prisons under 


- new extension of the special parole 
plan. 

The procedure was being put into opera- 
tion in almost all federal institutions, giv- 
ing every Selective Service Act violator in- 
cluding COs, a chance for parole to the 
army, to CPS or to special services. 

The Federal Bureau of Prison has dis- 
tributed copies of the Kauten definition of 

“religious training and belief” to all prison 
local boards to aid them in classifying the 
men, and representatives of Selective Serv- 
ice were visiting each institution to over- 
see the initial phases of the procedure. 

The plan as announced in the April 15 
issue Of THE Reporter was incorrect in one 
respect, however. There is no restriction on 
the pay received by men who have been 
classified IV-F after accepting the classifi- 
cations offered them by prison local boards, 
or for men over 38 years old 

Meanwhile Winslow Osborne of the 
NSBRO Advisory Section also visited two 
Federal Prisons, in addition to the guard- 
house at Camp Pickett, Va., where a 
Brethren CO is being detained’ for refusal 
to wear a uniform. 
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He found 30 COs at the Tallahassee, Fla., 
Correctional Institution, 27 of whom are 
Jehovah’s Witnesses; and 42 COs, includ- 
ing 34 JWs, at the Montgomery, Ala., 
Prison Camp. 

The Prison Camp, he said, is completely 
surrounded by Maxwell Field and the work 
consists, besides the regular prison main- 
tenance and farm, of work on the officers’ 
golf course, the lawns of the officers’ homes, 
some Maxwell Field laundry, and a drain- 
age ditch project. 

“So far as I could learn,” he said, “there 
have been no difficulties from the types of 
work to which any man has been assigned.” 


Refused to Escape 


“The Absolutist,” official organ of the 
Absolutist War Objectors Ass'n, recently 
carried a story about two COs, Jeter Hens- 
ley and Jack Felmet, who refused to escape 
from the Ashland, Ky., County jail when 
six non-CO prisoners in the same cell man- 
aged to force the bars and. get away. 

For their “self-control under great temp- 
tation,” their sentences were reduced from 
one year to eight months each. 


Paroled 


Six men have been paroled into non-com- 
batant service (I-A-O) recently under the 
terms of the special parole plan. They are: 

Emerson P. Flitman, Sandstone. 

Milton O. Reaves, Texarkana. 

Henry R. Reaves, Texarkana. 

James H. Fichter, Ashland. 

Everett A. Raduechel, Sandstone. 

Allen A. Sebastian, Lewisburg. 

Imprisoned 

A total of 115 men, designated as COs by 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons, were sent 
to prison between April 1 and 22 for viola- 
tions of the Selective Service Act. Of the 
total, 99 were Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


Statistics 


As of April 15, there were 6,979 assignees 
in Civilian Public Service and indications 
pointed to a slightly heavier induction rate 
in the near future as the result of local 
board review of occupational and physical 
deferments. 

The breakdown by administrative agency : 





In Under 
Camp Assign. 
Mennonite Central Com. 2,936 149 
Brethren Service Com. 1,828 51 
Amer. Friends Ser. Com. 1,676 44 
y pace 5, i 261 19 
Ass’n of Catholic COs 69 
Cooperative (Bowie) 66 
Methodist World Peace 
Comm. 63 
Detached Service SO 
Total 6,979 263 


Discharges 


The following men have been discharged 
or authorized for discharge. In addition, 
those listed under Military Service dis- 
charges include those who have requested 
such discharge although it may not have 
been granted by the time this appears. 
For Military Service 

Bedford Va.: William H. Arnold, IAO. 


Coast and Geodetic: Quentin Stodola, LAO. 
Chenango County, N. Y. (CPS Farmer): 


G. Wenver, IA. 
Coneord, N. H., Maynard H. Berk, 


1AO. 


Eldon 


Hospital : 


Dei: Carl R. Anderson, IAO; 


Gathebure: Thomas W. Dobson, 
Glendora: Ralph S. Chance 
Hayes, IAO; John Patrick, [AO. 

Grottoes: Clayton E. Wyss, IAO. 

Huson, Mont.: Francis K. Utterback, IA. 

Kane: Frank I. Griffith, IA. 

King County, Wash. (CPS Farmer): 

Fowler, 1A0. 
Lapine: David Zernoske, 1A. 
Norristown, Pa., Hospital: Dan H 
Kenneth McClure. 1AO. 

Powellsville: Jesse A. Hood, Jr., 
For Physical Disability 

Dane County, Wis. 

Fross. 

Fort Collins: Henry L. g 

Gatlinburg: Norman 8. Ratcliff, Justin Reese 

Greystone Park, N. J., Hospital: Eli A. Yoder. 

Grottoes: Eber H. Shetter. 

Hagerstown: Theopilus Reigsecker. 

Lapine: Paul W. Proctor. 

Luray: Edwin Y. Benner, Ivan B. 
Magnolia: Joseph C. Cooper. 
Mancos: Sidney H. Fitch. 

Mt. Pleasant, Ja., Hospital: Robert J. 
Mt. Weather, Va.: Lowell G. Sumner. 


Ivan Magaw, 


TAO. 


IAO; Kenneth 


Chester A. 


Goering, [AO; 


IAQ. 


(CPS Farmer): Justus | 


Jennings. 


Petersheim. 


Borglund. 


Owings Mills, Md., Training School: Joseph P. 
Fitzsimmons. 
Powellsville: Sidney Blatt, Melvin T. Champion, 
Allan W. Eister. 
Santa Barbara: Edouard G. Tremblay, Erich 
Walther. 
Waldport: Roger H. Breshears. 
Wells Tannery: Lewis E. Strite. 
Walked Out 
Norwich, Conn., Hospital: William C. Houser. 


International Note 


The London Offices of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation have removed from 17, Red 
Lion Square, W.C.1, to new premises at 38, 
Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


MCC Postwar Planning 


Seventy-two percent of the assignees in 
MCC camps want to return to their home 
communities after the war while only 15 
percent want to go to a non-Mennonite 
community. 

Another 15 percent is willing to settle in 
any Mennonite group, three percent ex- 
pressed a desire to establish a CPS com- 
munity, while eight percent made no answer. 

These figures were included in an article 
“Postwar Rehabilitation of CPS Men” 
which appeared in the April 21 Gospel 
Herald, Mennonite weekly. The tabula- 


‘tions were based on a survey of all men 


in MCC units and the Mennonite men in 
other camps. The article was written by 
Irvin B. Horst of the MCC office in con- 
junction with the postwar studies of J. 
Winfield Fretz. 

A total of 2,870 questionnaires were sent 
out, of which 2,191 (76 percent) were re- 
turned at the time tabulations were begun. 
The answers included 220 non-Mennonites 
and 911 Old Mennonite members. The sur- 
vey also revealed: 


Plan More Education 

Four hundred seventy-two men (21 per- 
cent) plan to continue their education after 
CPS. Regarding the 181 men from the 
Old Mennonite group who voted yes to this 
question, the article commented, “This is 
especially interesting because at the time 
of induction less than 100 men from our 
group were enrolled in any school. CPS 
apparently created an interest in further 
education.” 

Sixty percent, 1,308 men, chose farming 
as their life work; business was next with 
194 men, or nine percent. The trend toward 
farming was called “encouraging in times 
when the trend in many Mennonite com- 
munities is toward urban areas.” 

Forty-three percent said they would need 


financial assistance to get started; 51 per- 
cent said they would welcome long-term, 
low interest loans. 

Irvin Horst explained that the survey 
did not attempt to determine individual 
needs but rather to get a general, overall 
arated of the men’s postwar problems 


May Bill 


The NSBRO to date has received 28 
letters of comment on the action pacifists 
should take in regard to postwar conscrip- 
tion proposals. Eighteen .of these were 
from AFSC units, one each from BSC and 
MCC units, and eight from individuals. 

“It was generally felt,” the summary of 
replies revealed, “that the major em- 
phasis should be placed on opposing the 
(May) bill. A large minority felt that no 
provisions whatsoever should be made for 
COs. 

“The rest felt that the most liberal pro- 
visions, including the alternative of abso- 
lute or complete exemption, should be 
sought, but only at the latest possible 
moment when it seemed inevitable that the 
bill would pass. To suggest alternatives at 
the outset would weaken the complete 
opposition.” 

Specific amendments that were suggested 
included : 

Complete exemption, the “Kauten” de- 
finition of COs, complete civilian control, 
alternatives such as provided in the British 
system, more social work, furlough of men 
to private agencies, pay, provisions for ac- 
cident compensation and dependents. 

Regarding administration, the letters sug- 
gested that there be no pacifist administra- 
tion of alternative service unless individuals 
wished to volunteer to work under one 
of the Service Committees. 


Assignee Dentists 


Assignee Dr. Hillard Holmes, one of 
CPS’ traveling dentists, is now due at the 
Lapine, Ore., government camp after mak- 
ing his first ‘stop at Mancos, Colo. 

After that he will be available for a tour 
of the west coast camps, together with his 
assistant, Joseph Schaeffer of Mancos. 
Selective Service has equipped him with 
portable dentist equipment for his travels. 

Dr. Martin Goldwasser, in the east, is 
making a somewhat slower tour. Now in 
the Sykesville, Md., Hospital, he is caring 
for the dental needs not only of the 
assignees, but for the patients as well. His 
next stop is the Cambridge, Md., Hospital. 
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Government Notes 


After extended hearings on the IV-F 
. draft proposals, the House Military Affairs 
Committee has decided to recommend no 
legislative action. 

The Senate immediately took up the pro- 
posal, however, as Senators Josiah W. 
Bailey (N.C.) and Ralph O. Brewster (Me.) 
introduced a new bill to make every draft- 
deferred male between 18 and 45 liable for 
induction either into military or special 
work service if he 

1. Left an essential job on the farm or 
in industry, or 

2. Failed to take a war job when called. 

House Committee members had stated 
that the need for such action was not 
clearly shown on the basis of somewhat 
divergent statements from Selective Serv- 
ice, the army, War Manpower Commission 
and the Executive Offices. At the same 
time they urged that the army adopt its 
own version of the IV-F draft by lowering 
the physical standards for those I'V-Fs not 
in essential industries. 

The army was understood to oppose this 
idea, stating that this was an obvious 
stretching of the Selective Service Act. It 
favored instead, a full-dress National Serv- 
ice Act, which has also been advocated by 
the President, the navy and the Maritime 
Commission. 

A National Service Act, however, has 
been opposed both by industry, through 
the National Association of Manufacturers 
and the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, and 
by organized labor. 

In an attempt to bridge this gap, the 
new Senate bill would freeze in their jobs 
all those who are deferred for industrial, 
agricultural or physical reasons. IV-Fs who 
are not in essential occupations could be 
directed into such activity under penalty of 
being drafted into army work units or 
special service units. 

The NSBRO meanwhile, halted its plans 
to circularize all IV-F COs, listing the 
“essential” jobs which a ‘pacifist might be 
able to do, until the picture clarifies. 


New CO Bill 

Representative Richard F. Harless (Ariz.) 
has imtroduced into the House a bill to 
differentiate between the discharge papers 
of I-A-O and I-A soldiers. 

“T feel definitely that there should be a 
distinction between the man who serves 
unqualifiedly in the armed forces and the 
man whose service is limited because of 
conscientious objections,” he explained. 
“They are both honorable discharges, but I 
think some distinction should be made.” 

The bill, H.R. 4650, read: 

“That the War Department is hereby 
authorized and directed to issue to class 
IV-E conscientious objectors, when dis- 
charged under honorable conditions from 
service in noncombatant units presently 
classified as I-A-O, discharge form AGO 
WD 55 (the regular army discharge form) 
with the notation ‘qualified service,’ or 
such other form of discharge certificate 
which will indicate that the conscientious 
objector served a limited and compulsory 
period of service.” 

The proposal follows a resolution of the 
American Legion passed during its last na- 
tional convention. 


16 Unit System Dropped 


In line with the recommendations of the 
Senate Agriculture Committee, Selective 
Service has dropped its 16 unit guide 
system in determining whether or not a 


farmer is essential and thereby eligible for 
a II-C deferment. 

The regulations now define “essential” as 
registrants ‘who are necessary to an agri- 
cultural occupation, who are regularly en- 
gaged in such occupation, whose occupa- 
tion is essential to the war effort, and for 
whom no suitable replacement can be 
found. 

IV-F farmers, or those qualified for 
limited service only, may also be reclassi- 
fied II-C, in which case they carry the 
designation II-C (F) or II-C (L). 


Student Deferments 

Selective Service has made qualified ex- 
ceptions in the case of students to the 
ban on giving occupational deferments to 
registrants in the 18 to 25 age group. 

State Selective Service directors may rec- 
ommend exceptions to the general restric- 
tions for students who meet the following 
requirements : 

1. Registrants in recognized institutions 
studying full time the following—provided 
they will graduate before July 1, 1944. This 
type of deferment will not be extended 
beyond that date: 

Agricultural sciences, bacteriology, chem- 
istry, forestry, geology, geophysics, mathe- 
matics, meteorology, naval architecture, op- 
tometry, pharmacy, physics (including 
astronomy), and engineering courses in the 
following: aeronautical, automotive, chem- 
ical, civil, electrical, marine, mechanical, 
mining and metallurgical (including mineral 
technology), petroleum, radio, and sanita- 
tion. 

2. Full time students in _ recognized 
schools of medicine, dentistry, veterinary 
medicine, and osteopathy. They will re- 
ceive student deferments until their gradu- 
ation. 

3. Full time students in_ recognized 
courses of pre-medicine, pre-dentistry, pre- 
veterinary medicine, pre-osteopathy, and 
pre-theology, provided they have been ac- 
cepted in recognized graduate schools in 
these studies and will start actual class- 
room work in the graduate schools on or 
before July 1, 1944. 

4. Registrants who have completed their 
professional training as medical doctors, 
dentists or osteopaths and who are taking 
recognized internship courses. “Such in- 
ternship shall not exceed nine months.” 

Selective Service advised that State Di- 
rectors might make individual reeommend- 
ations according to the above requirements 
without regard to the endorsement by the 
National Roster or other federal govern- 
ment agency. 


From the Papers 


From the Washington, D. C., News: 


With Merrill's Marauders, Northern 
Burma—With Brig. Gen. Frank Merrill's 
volunteers there is a conscientious objector 
who is known by every Marauder and re- 
spected for his courage. He is Corpl. 
Daniel Hardinger of Hicksville, O., who 
will “do anything and go anywhere” pro- 
viding it doesn’t necessitate his personally 
shooting Japs. 

Medical Capt. James Hopkins . . . de- 
scribed Hardinger as the “bravest man I’ve 
ever seen.” Last week when the platoon 
to which Hardinger was attached needed 
ammunition, he volunteered to replenish 
the supply. Within a few minutes he re- 
turned loaded down with priceless Brown- 
ing automatice rifle and Tommy gun am- 
munition, despite the fact that he had to 
crawl the last 50 vards under enemy fire. 





Hardinger is one of the few members 
of Merrill’s group who doesn’t carry a gun 
and also insists on being “point” for his 
platoon—not because he likes excitement 
but because, he argues, he wants to be 
“farthest forward where the aid man can 
reach the wounded.” 


From Yank (The Army Weekly, April 21 
issue), a feature story on the Puerto Rican 
CPS units by Pvt. Jud Cook: 

.. . Life at the Castaner project is no bed 
of roses. Food is nourishing enough but 
far less inviting than Puerto Rican gar- 
rison menus. .. . The table is often meatless 
and the vegetables are home-grown at the 
camp. 

There is little entertainment available. 
.. . A few ancient films are shown on the 
camp’s 16-mm projector, and an annual 
Christmas dance is attended by co-eds from 
the University of Puerto Rico. Otherwise, 
life is a pretty long round of work, with 
duty rosters arranged on a system like the 
army’s. 

In theory, at least, the COs here are 
entitled to 244 days of furlough a month. 
. . . Only one man has chosen to accumu- 
late his furlough time—he was professor at 
the University of Puerto Rico for 30 days 

. other conchies don’t go on leave be- 
cause they are busted. 

By act of Congress, no appropriation 
may be made by the Federal government 
to pay COs. . . . So it is little wonder that 
the average conchy is broke; he is sweating 
out the duration on $5 a month. 


From the Philadelphia Bulletin: 

Lancaster — National Selective Service 
headquarters at Washington is studying the 
case of the former Lancaster County farmer 
who refuses to return from Mexico for 
service in a conscientious objectors’ camp 
on the grounds that he is a Mexican 
subject. 

He is John W. Martin, a Mennonite, for- 
merly of Bareville, who moved with his 
wife and ten children to Mexico in 1942. 

Recently (the) draft board ordered him 
to appear for a preinduction physical ex- 
amination. His reply, made public by the 
board yesterday, follows: 

“Under decree of Dec. 11, 1943, I duly 
became a Mexican subject and therefore 
subject to Mexican laws and orders instead 
of those of the U. S. Therefore I find 
myself not subject to your order and de- 
cline to appear for examination.” 

The local board, which still considers 
Martin to be an American citizen, cer- 
tified his case to Washington, and said 
that if he still persists in his refusal to 
come back, the U. S. Attorney General’s 
office will be notified. 





